102               TURKEY IN TRAVAIL
The life was full of intrigues and counter-intrigues.
All the complications that had formed the varied texture
of Ottoman rule remained. Religions and creeds strove
one with another. The European Powers struggled to
get a privileged hold and oust their rivals. All the
countless peoples of the city worked for different ends,
and the old control was gone. The old system of
Government and the regular routine of bribery had
disappeared, and no central policy or power dominated
the situation.
We had strict orders to avoid all complications, but,
strive and struggle as it might, the Embassy became
often enmeshed sometimes in some new quarrel and
sometimes in some rivalry centuries old. It was in a
false position. Its hands were tied. A thousand con-
structive and active decisions were required. It was
ordered to be negative and inactive. The simplest
problem would be found to be complicated. It would,
for example, contain questions affecting Italian amour
propre, special French capitulation rights, aspirations of
the Armenians and the Arabs, and American trading
rights ; and there was no government or power to over-
ride or co-ordinate these and settle the problem. Out-
side events affected the situation each hour. A Bolshevik
success, a riot in India, the formation of an American
trade corporation, materially influenced each issue. We
were lost in the vast muddle of trade, religion and politics
that made an unholy tangle.
Many of the intrigues were parts of mere political and
local fracas, but some had world-wide significance. For
close on sixteen centuries there had been a battle royal